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but also with a political object. In the war of 1478-1480 be-
tween Florence and Sixtus IV, Duke Ercole d'Este of Feirani
had sided with Florence, and the Pope now wished to letaliate,
and to obtain the help of Venice to enable him to treat the
house of Este as he had the Ordelafn, and take Fenara for
the ever-hungry Girolamo. They were greeted at Venice with
a splendid reception; but the Venetians saw no reason why
they should assist the Pope to take Ferrara for Girolamo, so,
while they overwhelmed him and Catherine with honours and
delighted them with gorgeous pageants, they sent them away
without having effected anything, and Girolamo and Cather-
ine (avoiding Ferrara) returned to Forli, and from thence to
Rome.

Catherine's portrait by Palmezzano (with the castle of
Forli in the background), shows her as she was at this time,
at the age of twenty, and before she had yet demonstrated
those extraordinary powers of courage and resolution which
she possessed.

After their return to Rome Girolamo ?s enormities increased
to such an extent that he became more detested than ever.
At length, in the beginning of 1484, he instigated the Pope,
with the help of the Orsini, to attack the Colonna, whose
possessions he coveted. The Papal troops sacked the whole
quarter in which stood the palaces of the Colonna; whereupon
Girolamo perpetrated one of his most odious crimes In
order to save the life of the head of the family, the highly
respected Lorenzo Colonna, who had fallen into the Pope's
hands, Colonna's mother agreed conditionally to give up part
of their estates. Nevertheless Girolamo, falsifying the Pope's
most solemn word, basely took the life of Lorenzo Colonna,
who was atrociously tortured to death in the castle of St
Angelo on the soth June 1484. Catherine shuddered at these
crimes of her husband, and held herself as much as possible
aloof from him, occupying herself with the care of her chil-
dren, and removing herself and them for a time to Frascati,
Her husband's baseness rilled her with disgust; but when once